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HUDSON RIVER

SAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

Maintaining inviolably, the important doctrines of three equal persons in the Godhead;
eternal and personal election ; original sin; particidar redemplion ; free justification by
the righteousness of Christ imputed; the absolute necessily of the Spiri’s operation ;
efficacious grace in regeneration ; the obligation of believers to attend to all the precepts of
Scripture ; the final perseverance of real believers; the resurrection of the dead; the
general judgement of the last day; the eternal happiness of the righleous, and the ever-
lasting misery of such as die impenitent ; the baplism of believers by immersion ; and
the independence of their respective Churches.
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4. Brother Spencer M. Cone was chosen Moderator § Brother Thomas
Stokes, Clerk ; and Brother Charles G. Sommers, assistant Clerk.

Adjourned to 8 P. M. Prayer by Brother Sommers.

WronESDAY, Ave. 1st, 1827, 3 o’cLock, P, M,

Met pursuvant to adjournment. Drother Hawley prayed.

5. The Moderator read from the Chair, the RuLes adopted at the
last session for the government of the Association,

6. The Bission, Elizabeth-strcet, and North Baptist Churches in
the city of New-York, made application for admission into the Asso-
ciation. Their respective letters were read, and referred to Brethren
Barnes, Hutchinson, and Purser, who were directed to inquire into
their faith and order, and make report.

7. Ministering Brethren present were invited to a seat, and to assist
in our deliberations. The invitation was accepted by Brethren John
Upfold, E. Nelson, and S. S. Mallory,

8. Voted to open a Correspondence with the New-Haven Baptist
Association.

9. Communications and Messengers from Sister Associations were re-
ceived.

‘ASSOCIATIONS. |MINUTES. MESSENGERS. BAPTIZED. | TOTAL.
Warren, 18206 57 3450
Boston, 1826 —_— 256 4022
Hartford, 1826 |Thomas Winter, 40 1849
New-London, 1826 —_— : 20 1814
Shaftsbury, 1827 —— 167 2545
Lake George, 1825 —_— 530
Saratoga, 1825 3550
Rensselaerville, 1826 |Heman Ilervey. 28 1933
Cayuga, 1826
Franklin, 1825 —_ 83 2007
\Varwick, 1826 27 1467
Madisnn, 1826 {John Peck, 418 4403
Union, 1826 —_— 6 911
New-Jersey, 1826 —_— 90 2160
Philﬂdelphia, 1826 —_— 55 2080
Baltimore, 1826 —_— 18 612
Delaware Associa.| 1826 —_— 10 561
Columbia, 1826 —_—

Charleston, 1826 — 269 4008
Abington, -_—
Westfield, 1826 —_— 250 1536
Essex, —_—
Stonington, 1826 _— 37 3206
Otsego, 1825 s 1388
Black River, 1825 —_— 2327
St. Lawrence, —_—
Accomack, —
Oneida, 1826 _— 308 2295
Ontario, 1825 —_— 3255
Manchester, 1826 — 67 593
Michigan, —_
New-Haven, 1826 _— 352
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10. Nu information having been received from the Church at Cox-
sackie, Brethiren Welch, Howard, and Delanoe, werefappointed a Com-
mittee to visit them and inquire into their state, and report at the next
Association.

11. ‘The Committee appointed to examine into the faith, order, and
practice of the three Churches soliciting union with us, reported fa-
vourably; whereupon it was unanimously Resolved, that said Churches
be admitted as members of thisbody ; the Moderator accordingly gave
to their respective Pastors the right hand of fellowship, and invited
the Messengers to seats.

12. The Circular Letter from the New-York Baptist state Conven-
tion was presented by Brother Peck and read 5 when it was Resolved
that Elder John Peck be requested to preach to-morrow at 11 o’clock
A. M. and take up a Collection in aid of the funds of said Cuonvention,

13. The Committee to whom was referred last vear the subject of
establishing a periodical religious paper, to be pubiished in the city of
New-York, beg leave to report: .

That in the judgement ot the Committee, such a publication is much
needed; and could the services of a competent Editor be secured, no’
doubt is entertained of the success of such an enterprise as was contem-
plated by the Association when this Committee was appointed ; never-
theless, inasmuch as the Association is not an incorporated body, and
has not funds in pessession which could, with propriety, be employed
in originating a weekly Journal, your Committee are of opinion that
the subject must he left to an individual, or individuals, who may be
disposed to encounter the cares and responsibilities necessarily con-
nected with the cstablishment in question.

All which is respectfully submitted.

8. H. CONE, Chairman.

August 1st, 1829, -

The Report was accepted, and the Committee discharged.

14. Brethren Brouner, Hawley, and Murphy, were directed to exa-
mine the Minutes of Corresponding Associations.

15. Brethren Eastman, Barnes, Paul, Gibbs, and Stokes, were ap-
pointed to draw up a Summary of the state of religion within the
bounds of the Association.

16. The brethren appointed to write the Circular Letter for this
year having failed, Brother Sommers was requested to perform that ser-
vice, and Brethren Maclay, Cone, and Barnes, were directed to exa-
mine it, before its publication.

17. The Corresponding Letter, written by Brother Welch, was
read, and referred to Bretliren Powell, and Colgate, with the author.

18. In compliance with their earnest request, the Association will
hold its next Anniversary in the Mcetinz-ITouse of the Daptist Church
in Hudson; to commence on the rinst Web~NESDAY Iy AvcusT, 1828,
at 10 o’clock, A. JI.

19. Brethren Sommers, Welch, Harpham, Wilson, and Anable, were
directed to report in the morning, the airangements necessary for the
next Association.

20. Appointed a Prayer Meeting, to be held in the Meeting House,
to-morrow morning at 6 o’clock.

Adjourned to 8 A, M. to-morraw. Prayer by Br. Maclay.
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At 8 P. M. Brother Maclay, according to appointment, preached
from 1st Chron, 29—5. And who then is willing to consecrate his ser-
vice this duy unto the Lord? After Sermon, a collection was taken to
aid the funds of the New-York Baptist Theological Seminary, amount-
ing to $14 17. The services of the evening were conducted in the
Meeting-House of the Presbyterian Church, which was affectionately
tendered by Dr. Porter, for the occasion.

TrurspAY, AuvcusT 2d, 1827,

Met at 8 A. M. according to adjournment,

Prayer by Brother Barnes.

21. The Minutes of yesterday were read, corrected, and approved.

22. The Catskill Church presented the following Query; Would
not the general interests of Zion be advanced, and the comfort and secu-
rity of the Churches be promoted, by the adoption of the regulations sug-
gested in the Circular Letter of 1526 ; at least so far as relates to the
transfer of membership, and the Ordination of Elders? The subject
was referred to Brethren Maclay, Welch, and Brouner. -

Brother Sommers, from the Committee of Arrangements, made the
following Report, which was accepted ; viz.

23. Brother Brouner to preach the Introductory Sermon next year;
and in case of failure, Brother Howard.

24. Brother Eastman to write the Circular Letter for next year, and
Brother Barnes in case of failure.

25. Brother Maclay to write the Corresponding Lettcr, and in case
of failure, Brother Gibbs.

26. Brother Hawley to preach in the evening, and Brother Bliller,
in case of failure. After the Sermon, a collection to be taken for edu-
cation purposes.

27. The Committee for the examination of the minutes of Sister
Associations, Reported, that a man who calls himself Samuel I. Coun-
cillor, and sometimes Conscll, and Counceil, and who was published in
our minutes of last year as an Impostor, is now travelling among the
Churches in Canada. To guard the brethren against this deceiver, it
is deemed expedient again to state, that he is a short, thick set, stout
built man, about fifty-two years of age, and is in the habit of slander-
ing Christians, and of finding fault with his accommodations.

28. The Comnmittee on the state of religion, within the boundaries of
this Association, Reported ;

That though there are a few churches among us, which seem to re-
main in the same state of Laodicean lukewarmness, that appeared to
pervade the whole body, and was so much lamented at our last session,
yet in several of them we rejoice to find therce has been, during the past
year, a special outpouring of the Spirit, and in a majority of them,
such decided indications of divine mercy, as are calculated greatly to
cheer the hearts of God’s children,

On the whole, our hands have been strengthened, and eur souls en-
couraged, by a refreshing from the presence of the Lord—by a consi-
derable addition to our number—by the rcception of three newly con-
stituted churches into our body—Dby the organization of several new
Sabbath Schools, which are in a flourishing condition—and by the pleas-
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ing hope, that God’s time to fuvour Zion in this part of his heritage,
has now come!

We close our report, by recommending to each of the churches com-
posing this body, the propriety of communicating in their annual letters
a particular account of their Sabbath Schools; of their Bible, Mission-
ary and Tract Societies; and by expressing our ardent hope that the
progress of such institutions may hereafter indicate a healthy state of
religious feeling among us ; and render it manifest, that we feel a laud-
able desire for the universal spread of the glorious gospel of the Son
of God!

29. The Trustees of the Ministers’ Widows’ fund, having made no
disbursements during the past year, have no statement to present to the
Association except the following Report of the Treasurer, viz.

The Hudson River Bap. Ass. in acct. with Wy, CoLGATE, Cr.
Aug. 3, 1826. By balance . . 8350 00
Aug. 2, 1827, One year’s interest at G pr. ct. . 21 00

i 2 Contribution from Oliver-st. Church 55 18
E 8 Collection at the Association . 16 84
5 tH Contribution from Mulbury-st. Church, 16 00
Bou do South Baptist Church N. Y. 12 75
i :: do Poughkeepsie do . 2 30
H e do Newburgh do- . 100
s i do Troy . do . 14 00
i do Lansingburgh do . 163

: do IMudson do . 4 00

do Mount Pleasant do . 5 00

$500 00

30. The corresponding letter was reported without amendinent, and
adopted.

31. The following brethren werc selected to obtain subscriptions and
donations for the widows’ fund, viz: Poughkeepsie, A. Raymond:
Oliver-street, T%eodore Clark ; Mulberry-street, William Winterton ;
Mount Pleasant, Caleb 1Villis; Hudson, Peter Vandyke; Troy,
C. Warner ; Albany, W. 8. Mclntosk; Catskill, N. Jacobs; New-
borgh, Abrakam Enunis; Albany African, Asher Foot ; South Church,
New-York, IV, Caswell; Drooklyn, Alexander Stewart ; Union, William
C. Dusenbury; Lansingburgh, William 4. West: Mission Church,
V. Wilkinson; Elizabeth-street, New-York, ddam W. Turnbull;
North Church, New-York, James H. Townsend.

32. Brethren B. T. Welch, and John C. Murphy, were appointed
delegates to the New-York Baptist State Convention, to meet in Utica,
the third Wednesday in October next.

83. The following brethren were appointed messengers to corres-
ponding Associations, viz: to Warren, HMaclay and Sommers ; Boston,
Maclay, Sommers and Paul; Shafisbury, Howard and Harpham;
Lake George, Wayland and Paul; Saratoga, Wuyland and Powell ;
Rensselaeville, Burke; Cuyuga, Peci: Franklin, Maclay ; Warwick,
Cone, Hutchinson, Purser and Wilson; Maldison, Hutrhinson and Iurke:
UTnion, Hutchinson and Ennis; New-Tersey, Cone, Mulcom, Hague
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and Wilson ; Philadelphia, Cone, Malcom, Hague and Purser; Black
River, Powell; Oneida, Burke.

84. Resvlved, that this Association recommend to the Churches com-
prising the body, to appoint one or more individuals in each Church, to
obtain_subscribers for a religious paper to be publisbed in the city of
l\.iew-York, under the patronage of the Hudson River Baptist Associa-
tion, and that a committee be appointed there to receive a list of sub-
scribers’ names, aud engage an Editor to publish the paper on his own
responsibility.

35. The Committee selected to carry the foregoing Resolution into
effect, consists of Brethren Cone, Maclay, Sommers, Eastman, Barnes,
Murphy and Colgate.

36. The following brethren were requested to obtain subscribers for
the contemplated paper, viz: Hudson, Charles Hildreth; Troy, L.
Howard ; Albany, A. S. Holmes; Albany African. I\ Harsh; New-
b.urgh, Abraham Ennis; Lansingburgh, William A. West; Poughkeep-
sie, J. P. Sturges. All the Churches in the Association, are solicited
to engage in this work,

37. Resolved, that this Association, view with interest every effort
made to advance the literary progress of our denomination, and that
we recommend the New- Yorl Baptist Register, published at Utica, and
patronized by the Baptist Conventivn of this State, to the attention of
our people generally, as a useful medium of communication, on subjects
important to the general welfare of our Churches.

38. Resolved, that this Association cheerfully recommend the Tracts
of the Baptist Gieneral Tract Society, and learn with pleasure, that a
Depository is established at No. 59 Fulton-sireet, New-York, where
their Tracts may be obtained.

39. Resolved, That this association recommend to the Churches of
}vhlch it is composed, an increased attention to the greatand important
interests of Foreign and Domestic Missions, which at the present
time, call loudly for the best exertions, and the most fervent prayers
of every Christian. ’

40. Resolved, that we aflectionately- and earnestly request our
Churches to attend strictly and regularly on-the Monthly Concertof
Prayer, and to endeavour by all proper means to encourage a Mission-
ary spirit among our members.

41. Resolved, that this Association view with peculiar satisfaction the
progress of our denomination towards a state of united and happy co-
operation, in the formation of State conventions and local associations,
for the purpose of concentrating the energies of our already numerous
Churches. We feel impressed with the belief that the time has arrived,
when we should have some regularly constituted bond, or centre of
union, towards which, as a denomination we might look. We do
therefprr.*. recommend, that the Churclies in this Association, and the
Associations with whom we correspond, take into consideration the
propriety of forming an dmerican Baptist Convention for genmeral
purposes, to assemble triennially, in some central part of the United
States, and that they report their views upon this subject, next year.

42. Resolved, that the Moderator of this Association, write an
affectionate and encouraging letter to the Baptist Education Society of

9

the State of New-York, and bid them God speed, in the important
work in which they are engaged.

Adjourned, to meet immediately after public worship.
Prayer by Drother Gibbs.

At 11 o’clock A. M. in accordance with the request of the Associa-
tion, Elder John Peck, preached from Romans x. 15— And how shall
they preack except they be sent? as it is written, how beautiful are the

feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of

good things.”
After the sermon, a collection was taken, to aid the funds of the
New-York Baptist State Conveation, amounting to . .
Given for same object, by Troy Baptist Church, . 20 00
do do Oliver-street, New-York, 20 00

Met agreeably to adjournment. Prayer by Brother Winter.

43. Collected for printing the minutes, {rom Poughkeepsie Church,
$2, Oliver-street, $10, Mulberry-street, $3, Mount Pleasant, $1 50,
Hudson, 81 50. Troy, 83. Albany, 84. Catskill, 82. Newburgh,
#1 25. King-street, 50 cts. Albany African, 81. South Church,
New-York, 82 25. Brooklyn, 83. Union, New-York, 82. Lansin-
burgh, 75cts. Mission Church, New-York, 81. Elizabeth-street,
New-York, $2. North, 50cts. Amount, S$41 25.

44. The Committec on the Query from Catskill Church Report,
that in their opinion, it is highly important that some general sysiem
for conducting the correspondence between the Churches be adopted ;
they therefore respectfully offer the following Resolution—

Teesolved, that the Churches in this Association, be requested to take
into serious cousideration, the suggestions contained in our Circular
Letter of 1826, with reference to the transfer of membership, and the
ordination of Elders; and report their resolutions upon the subject, at
the next meeting of the. Association.

45. Drother Archibald Maclay was chosen Corresponding Secretary
of the Association.

46. The Moderator and Clerk were requested to superintend the
printing and distribution of the minutes.

47. The minutes were read, corrected, and approved.

48. The Minutes of Corresponding Associations were distributed.

The business being finished, the Moderator closed with an affection=
ate word of cxhortation and prayer, and the Association adjourned,
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CIRCULAR LAaTTER.—-1827.
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THE HUDSON RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. convened in
Catskiil, en the 1st August, 1827, to the Churches they represent, send
Christian Salutation.

BrrovEp BreTHren,

In pursuance of the invariable practice of our Association, to append
to our Minutes a Circular Letter, on some subject calculated to afford
you * instruction in righteousness ;7 we beg leave to invite your se-
rious attention to the bature, and importance of prayer, as indispen-
sable to your growth in grace and practical exemplification of _that re-
ligion which animated the devotion of primitive saints,

The imperious duty of prayer to God is demonstrable,not from
the light of nature, which can at best supply but a few controverted
probabilities of benefit which may result from the exercise, but is
clearly ascertained in the volume of divine revelation, The Bible not
only enjoins prayer to God as a duty, but afiords us the most positive
assurance of its efficacy and acceptance. In defining its nature, we
would call prayer an intercourse between God and the soul of man,
The lauguage of a convicted and broken heart, addressed to the omni-
potent, independent, and bountiful Creator, Preserver and Redcemer,
who * looketh not at the outside appearance, but at the heart.”

In acceptable prayer, two things are evidently required—D>Mark xi. 24.
First, an earnest desire after the things prayed for; * The desire of the
righteous shall be granted.” Prov. x, 24. Secondly, a confident ex-
pectation of being heard and answered. To pray and doubt at the
same time, is to shut up the gates of heaven against our supplications,
James i. 7. We are not to imagine that prayer is to be limited to the
secret ejaculations of the soul ; but we should, at all proper seasons, ex-
press, in an audible manner, the inward and fervent desire of the heart.
In discharging this most solemn duty, it is important to regard not only
the dignity and glory of that being whom we address, but the circum-
stances and comprehension of those with whom we unite. Nothing
therefore is more improper than a laboured and ornamented style of ad-
dress, when we approach that God who connot be deceived by the
most elegant diction, if unaccompanied with the humble devotion of the
heart. Hence, the Saviour condemned the hypocritical pravers of the
Jews, though adorned with all the ornaments of a sublime ecloquence,
while the humble groan and fervent but simple petition of the contrite
publican, ascended to heaven as an incense of sweeter savour, than ail
the boasted perfection of the vainglovious Pharisee. The pious aspira-
tions of saints, recorded in the word of Gad, are undoubted!y the best
model for prayer, in as much as the Holy Ghost not only inspired their
petitions, but moved the writers to transmit them for our imitation,

The duty and propricty, as well as the nature of true praver, rest al-
together upon the infallible revelation of the Bible : how very important
therefore must it be, that we should at all times be governed by the
principles and promises of that book, when we approach the mercy-
seat. The promises and exhortations of Scripture, in reference to
prayer, are unlimited as the multiform necessities of man., Ask,
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall

<
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be opened unto you.”—¢ If ye, being evil, know how to give goud gifts
unto your children, how much more shall your Father, which is in
heaven, give good things to them that ask him £ Let uo penitent
therefore be prevented from the performance of this duty, from any
mistaken apprehension, either of personal inability, or of reluctance on
the part of God to hear and answer the prayers of the humble and con-
trite heart. “ A bruised reed shall he not break, an:d smoking flax
shall he not quench, till Lie send forth judgement unto victory.

Although the Scriptures encourage and direct us to pray to God for
blessings upou ourselves and others, (since Paul prayed thrice unto the
Lord, for the removal of his bodily infirmity; and Moses besought the
Lord that he would turn away his wrath from Abraham, Isaac, and [s-
rael, his servauts,) yet we do not infer from thence, that the omniscient
Jehovah is a stranger to our wants: ou the contrary, he is perfectly
acquainted with each particular of our address ere it breaks from our
opening lips; but, * For all these things, saith the Lord, will [ be iu-
quired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them,” - .

In our prayers to God, it becomes us to approach with the most pro-
found reverence and humbie adoration, remembering !lli.ll Wwe are worms
of the dust, guilty and condemued criminals, at the footstool of our
offended Judge. The Scriptures particularly point out three kinds of
prayer, neither of which can be a substitute for the othgr—lhese are,
private, domestic, and public prayer.—The first of these is always sup-
posed to be the practice of every real Christian; and in this duty he is
to have a speciul regard to God as his father, not only by creation, but,
by gracious adoption. Here itisimportant to be deeply lmpres‘sed with
a seuse of the divine omniscience. Others may not; but God sees
every humble saint, when prostrated at the throne of gra.ce—.-he sees
thee ; and, blessed be his name, he approves too, and will ¢ reward
thee openly.” In private prayer, we are particularly to confess our
sins, both secret and public—to give thanks for _mercies received—to
acknowledge our constant dependance upon his grace—to dedicate
ourselves and all we possess to his service, and to seek, by holy com-
munion with the Father of Lights, to become assimilated into his divine
likeness. 'T'o encourage us in this duty, the Scriptures abound notonly
with promises and precepts, but with the examples of Patriarchs and
Prophets and Aposiles. It was in private that Jacob wrestled with
the Angel, until the breaking of the dav. Llijah prayed to G()lllﬂ
secret, under the juniper tree ; David also lifted up his soul unto God
amid the shades of night; it was in his chamber that Danicl nmfie h!s
supplications to the God of heaven, and it was when alone, and in pri-
vate communion with Gud, that the soul of Peter was illumined by lh'e vi-
sion of the Lord.  Nor can the Christiaa foreet the example of his Saviour,
who not only enjoined this duty uvon his followers, 3a it vi. 6. b:lt exen-
piified it inhis frequent devotions upon the mountains of :Iurleu, Mat. xiv.
23, inthe wilderness, and on that memarable u;r__rh.t.'\f'hen in the bitterness
of his last condlict, he prayed thrice; sayine, it it be posstble,.!et this
cup pass from me, nevertheless not my will, but thine be done.”"—Pyi-
vate devotion is indeed aw invaluable privilege; but to secure the great-
est possible amount of benefit, let it in reality be in secret, agreeably
to the divine command; and notin an exposed apartment, or under
circumstaunces liable to interruption. Secret prayer should always be un-
der a full persuasion that God is actually present with us 3 hearing every
word, and discerning everv emotinn of the soul. He is there where
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Ro one else is; the witness of our most private thoughts and actions,
We should therefore pray, as we no doubt would, if we saw the eternal
Jehovak standing before us in the visible lustre of his own incompre-
hensible glory.

The precise time, or the frequency of this duty, is not determined by
any positive command; but the pious resolution of David, is woithy of
‘mitation, * Evening and morning, and at noon, will I pray,and cry aloud;
and he shall hear my voice,” Ps.1v. 17. While private devotion has thus
received a sanction from the authority and example of Jesus Christ, it
comes recommended to our serious consideration and constant prac-
tice, by its own propriety, and by those superior advantages which are
Dot attainable in any other form of religious duty. Here in a peculiar
manner the communion is immediate—the soul is unfettered by ¢ the
fear of man which bringeth a snare,” It is left ar perfect liberty to
Pause, reflect, repeat, or retract—here, if ever it may be truly said of
the penitent sinner, ** behold he prayeth,” and we cannot’ doubt, that
Jehovah does especially delight to meet with his people, when in secret
they prostrate themselves at his throne.

Neither the immutability of God’s decrees, Dan. ix. 1—3. Nor the in-
fallibility of his promises, Ezek. xxxvi. 36, 37. Nor the effcctualinterces-
sion of Christ, is to be regarded as an apology for neglecting secret prayer.
Toe do so, is an evidence that we are ungodly. Ps. xxxii. 6. No
sooner was Saul converted, than, ¢ behold he prayeth.” The Spirit of
grace, is a spirit of supplication; and will teach us to call upon the
name of the Lord, and though the purposes of God shall not fail of
their accomplishment, yet it will be in answer to the prayer of his
people. Dan. x. 12. [ know,” saith God, * the thoughts that I think
towards you—thoughts of peace, and not of evil ;" but it is added—then
shall ye call upon me, ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will heark-
en unto you. Jeremiah, xxix. 11. 12, The adage is as correct as it is
anci_en.r, ‘ A heart without prayer is a heart without grace.” Every
Cl_msuan recognises this as an invaluable privilege, and his seasons of
private communion with God, are among the most favoured and pre-
clous moments of his life. It will perhaps, more than any other exer-
cise, tend to regulate our passions—control our irregular desires, and
give ease to the wounded spirit, under the accumulated afllictions and
temptations of life. It not only prepares the soul for circumspection
before the world, but is perhaps among the best preparatives for the
enjoyment and improvement of the public worship of God. Let then
every professed Christian abound in private prayer, and carefully guard
against whatever may unfit him for the enjoyment of so exalted a privi-
lege. To neglectitis to dishonour God, by disebedicnce to his com-
mandments ; and to hazard the present prosperity, if not the eternal sal-
vation of the soul. Apostacy generally begins at the closet-door '—He
who dares to neglect God in secret, because men cannot see this sin, will
find, when too late, that God dares to punish him openly, and make
the whole world see his shame.

In short, to which of the saints will you turn, who have not practised
this duty? Al real Christians, in every age, have “ walked ;” that is,
they have enjoyed daily intercourse with God—they have souzht after
him, and called upon his name ; to which there is a manifest aliusion in
the description of the Apocalyptic Angel, standing at the altar of in-
cense before the throne, that he should offer it with the prayers of all
Saints. Rev. viii. 3.

Domestic or family prayer, is another duty enjoined upon everv
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pious parent and head of a family. During two thiousand years before
the giving of the Law, mankind were without any express rule upon
this subject, if we except the divine intimations which were made to
Adam, Noah, Abraham, and a few others; hut now we enjoy the
superadded light of revelation, which speaks to every individoal
and to every family. ¢ Pray always;” * Pray without ceasing ; ¢ Con-
tine in prayer;” ¢ Prayiug always with all prayer ;” ** In every thing
give thanks;” and perhaps in no other place can these precepts be
more regularly obeyed than in the family circle. The Jews had their
morning and evening sacrifices; and even the heathen, adored their
household gods. But our Lord has put this duty in a clear light, by the
prayer which he taught his disciples, “ give us this day,” not, my,
but, “ our daily bread.” Now it is peculiarly in a family capacity that
this prayer is appropriate. Besides, the Apostle having exhorted the
Ephesians to the discharge of moral and relative duties ; as husbands
and wives, parents and children, masiers and servants, he adds, © pray-
ing always with all prayer and supplication.” The Biblical history of
good men, will be found to agree with the spirit of this precept.
Abraham built an altar uuto the Lord at Shechem; and when removed
to Bethel, he again built an altar, and called upun the name of the Lord:
and from the henourable notice which God takes of Abraham’s care for
the religious interest of his houschold, we cannot doubt that he was
constant in the duty of family prayer; that he might teach them both
by precept and example. The same was true of Isnac and Jacobs; and
no one who is acquainted with his Bible, can forget the pivus resolation
of Joshua; * As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Dut
time would fail to speak of David, and Job, and Dauiel, and Cornelius
and others, who evidently lived in the habitual exercise of family wor-
ship,and who are particwlarly distinguished as the favourites and friends
of God.
“ Their pure thoughts and words of prayer were borne

Like fumes of sacred incense o'er the clouds,

And walted thence on angel’s wings, tarough ways

Of light, to the bright source of ail.”

The vast importance of this duty will ot be questioned by any who
seriously reflect upon the advantages which have arisen from it in num
berless instances. Ilow often have children and servants received their
first serious impressions at the domestic altar; while the example and
salutary eficct of this practice, has had no inconsiderable intlucnce in
prometing a uniform attendance on the public means of grace. A con-
scientious practice of family prayer, and devoutreading of the scriptures,
will generally be attended with the marked approbation of heaven;
while upon those families who impiously dare to live in the habitual
neglect of these, the malediction of Jeiioval will, sooner or later, de-
scend. * Pour out thy fury upon the Leathen and upon the familics
that call not on thy name.” Jer. x. 23. The scasons for family
worship, should be regular and stated—no worldly avocations, or
the presence of visitors, should be permitted to supersede a duty
fraught with so much glery to God and spiritual benefit 10 our own
souls. :

The following interesting fact, will illustrate the advantages of stated
and regular famiiy devotion. .

*‘ YWhen I first bezan Lusiness, says a pious tradesman, determined, throush zrace,
to be particularly conscientious as to fomily praver.  In this delishtful practice, I con-
tinued for many years.  Morning and evenine, my whole fuuiiv were ordered fo be
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present; nor maust my apprentices be ubsent on any account. The adventages of this
arrangement were soon appurent: the blessings of the upper and nether springs, fol-
lowed me—Lealth and hoppiness in my family, and prosperity in iny businesz. A rapid

. increase in trade, and the necessity of devoting every possible moment to my customers,

led me to think that family prayer consumed too much of iny time in the morning.
Scruples arose respecting my intention of relinquishing this duty ; Lut, woyldly interest
prevailed so [ar as to induce me to excuse the attendance of my apprentices. It was
soon thought to be sufficicut to pray with my wife, when we arosc in the morning. Re-
peated checks of conscivnce (ollowed this presumptuous neglect of duty, but the ealls of
a flourishing busincss appeared to be so commanding, that I found an easy excuse for
this fatal omission, especially as I did not neglect prayer altogether. My conscience
was now almost seared as with a hot iron; when it pleased God to awaken me by
the following providence. . . .

Orre day 1 received a letter {rom o young man who had been my apprentice previous
to my omitting family prayer. Supposing that I continued in this practice, Lis letter
was chiefly upon this subject, and couched in the most afiectionate terms ; but judge my
surprise and confusion, when I read these words: * Oh my dear masler, never, never
shall I be able sufficiently to thank you for the precious privilege with which you indui-
ged me in your family devotions: Ob, sir, stcruity will be tco short to praise God for
what I learnt there. It was therc I first bebeld my fost state as a sinner; it was there
that I first knew the way of saivation ; and there that i first experienced the precious-
ness of “ Christ in me the hope of glory.” O, sir! permit me o say, never, never
neglect those precious engagsments, You have yet a fumily and more npprentices:
may your house beeome the birth-place of theiz sonis.” 1 could read no furtber: every
line tlashed condemnation in my face. I trembied, I sbuddered, 1wes alarmed at the
:lhought, that the blood of my children and apprentices might soon be demanded atmy

ands !

Filled with confusion, and bathed in tears, I fled for refuge, to the throne of Grace. In
secret, I spread the letter before (God—I agonized in prayer to him—but you can better
conceive than I can deseribe my feelings : suffice it to say, that light broke in upon my dis-
consolate soul, and I obtained a sweet sense that there was merey and pardon, cven for
sucha wretch as I, [ immediately drew my family around me, presented them before tue
Lord, and from that day to the present, [have never dared to owit family prayer. am de-
termined, through grace, that, wienever business becomes tco large to permit family prayer,
I willgive up the superiluous part of my business, nnd retain iny devotion. Better to lose
a few dollars than beeome the deliberate murderer of my family, and the instrumnent of
ruin to my own soul.”

Iu closing this artiile, we would iutreat every head of a family to lis-
ten tothe voice of conscience and of God—of Patriarchs and Prophets—

+of holy Apostles, and even of Clrist himseif; who, thoush Lord of the

Universe, condescended to set us amexample of family prayer, in that
sublime and pathetic supplication, recorded in the 17th John.  See also,
Luke, xi. 1. But if these examples and exhortations, should be disre-
garded by any of us, whatever may be our professions of religion,
awful will be the parting hour of that family, who have never,
or but seldom, bowed the knee together before’ the Lord. You
may leave your families in afiluence, your children may be ac-
complished in ail the Lranches of poliie literature; but wh! you
cannot leave them in peace, if yon have neclected their souls 3 and O,
how will you meet them at the bar of Go:d! When he shall address
you in the words ot the prophet, “ Where is the flock that was given
thee, thy heautiful fock 77 how awiul to Le constrainad to point to the
left hand ol the Judze, perhins to a Leloved wile, or child, and auswer;
alas! there is one of my dear family, for whom apen the earth, I neg-
lected to pray ! Better to have left them in the midst of obscurity and
want, than to leave them, enemies to God, and strapgers to the daty
and the blessings of family prayer. .
To the toregoing, we way add public prayer, as an important chris-
tian duty.  But some may ask, am I bound to atten:! the public prayer-
meeting, if T pray at home? Are not my prayers in the closer, as el-
ficacious and accepiible, as in the Cathiedral?” To Bioth of which we
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answer in the atfirmative. It is undeniable that God does hear and
answer the supplications of his children, both in the closet and at the
family altar; but it Is no less true, that these who are the most fre-
quent and fervent in private and domestic worship, will not only be
the best qualified for the practice and enjoyment of public prayer, but
will be among the last to plead for an exemption. The habitual per-
formance of this duty, isinstrict accordance with the spirit of prophecy.
Zech. viii. 20, 21, and in unison with the practice of primitive saints.
Luke xxiv. 53. At such times, it is very desirable that all who are
preseut, should devoutly unite in the exercise of prayer. It is true, all
are not called to pray audibly, this would create inevitable confusion;
but while the minister, or individual who leads in the devotion of the
assembly, is engaged in solemn audience with the Deity ; nothing can
be more irreverent and improper, than half of the congregation to re-
main in a sitting posture, some perhaps asleep, and others gazing about
as though they were at perfect liberty to insult God and his Wworshipping
people, by a wanton disregard to all decency. This is profane in any
person ; but mdst nnpardonable in such as profess to be the followers
of Christ. We would ailectionately recommend to all who love the
house and public worship of God, to grant us the aid of their influence,
by always being present before the commencement of worship, and by
endeavouring to promote the greatest possible degree of silence, and or-
der, while the scrvice continues. Public prayer to God, is a christian
duty which rests upon the authority of a divine appointment, and
cannot be disregarded with impunity.

Finally, the wunportance of prayer will appear, if we consider the
success with which it has been invariably attended. When Jacob prayed
to be delivered from the wrath of Esau, the angel of the Lord interposed
for his protection. When Moses supplicated the mercy of God upon
rebelious Israel, God leard and aoswered his prayers. The same
is true of Ilezekiah, Dagiel, Peter, and multitudes besides, who through
prayer and faith, have wrought righteousness upen the earth, and are
now enjoying the unclouded vision of a blissful eternity. To this we
may add, that prayer is a duty enjoined upon every Christian, by the
command of heaven’s King; and it has pleased him to constitute it one
of our highest carthly privileges. Well may it be said

¢ Prayer, ardent prayer, opens Leaven, lets down a stream
Of zlory, on the consecrated hour
Of man in audience with the Deity.
Who worships the great God, that instant joins
The first in Leaven, and sets his foot on bell.”

Yes, such are the blessed effects which resuit from true devotion ; for
he who has the ear of God in prayer, controls the arm that sways the
nniverse. It was this fact that made the sanguinary Qucen declare
that she feared more the prayers of John Knox and his followers, than
an army of thirty thousand men. It was while Peter and John prayed
that the house was shaken where they were assembled ; and they were
all filled with the IToly Ghost.—Acts iv. It was while Moses, Aaron,
and Hur prayed uato God upou the Mount, that Joshua vanquished the
Amalekites in the valley. Truly it may be said, Prayer is our guide
to Godj; and the key to the treasury of God ; for he can never become
really poor who can pray, *seeing that the Lord is rich unto all that
call upon him.”—Tom. . 12. To encourage nus to come boldly o a
Throne of Grace, our Lord assures us that no earthly parent was eve
mora willing 1o zrant the reasonable requests of 4 heloved child, than
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God is to answer the prayers of those who call upon him in truth—see
John ix. 31; Rom. x. 12; 1 John, v. 14, 15. Another argument may
be derived from our own helpless and destitute condition, Revelation
declares us to be morally poor, blind, naked, and wretched; but the
same blessed book points us to the exhaustless stores of divine grace,
to supply all our wants, and to prayer as the appointed means. Are
we sick 7 prayer is heaven’s own restorative ; hungry ? prayer supplies
the precious manna ; dejected and walking in darkness ? prayer is the
most effectual relief; for though a Christian may approach a Throne
of Grace under much dejection, and scarcely able to hope for an
answer, yet he shall not return empty ; and at last, he shall reap an
abundant harvest from the prayers which here he may have sowed and
watered with may tears.—Too much importance cannot be ascribed to
prayer; especially where several Christians are united in that exercise,
“If two of you shall agree on earth, as touching any thing that they
shall ask, it'shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.”
This fact is strikingly illustrated in the case of Daniel, ii. 17,18 ; and
in the history of Peter, Acts, xii. 12,

Is any pious family or individual in affliction, or walking under the
hiding of God’s countenance ? let them unite together in prayer; and
they have the highest authority to hope that God will come and help
them. Is a church of Christin a state of spiritual declension ? let those,
who feel the importance of the subject, unite together in solemn fasting,
humiliation, and prayer; and we are greatly mistaken if a revival of
religion does not ensue.
Solomon, and Azariah—2 Chron. vii. and xv. chapters—and such has
been the effect of fervent prayer in every age of the church. Almost
every revival of religion may be traced to the united prayers of God’s
people, and we cannot but believe that the happiest consequences would
result to the Churches of Christ, if the ministers, located in any particu-

“lar town or district, would meet at stated periods for special prayer to

God, for a blessing upon their own souls, and upon their several
churches. Let the deacons of churches, let the male and female mem-
bers, appoint special meetings for prayer; and let each pious individual
Christian regularly pray to God for the outpouring of his Spirit upon
the world that lieth in wickedness, and we have reason to believe that
the world would soon be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the
Lord, as the waters cover the sea. If, therefore, you love your coun-
try, and desire the present and eternal happiness of those hundreds of
millions who are destined to populate this vast continent; if you love
your own family ; if you have any regard for the cause of Jesus, or
love for your own soul ; then cultivate the duties of private, domestic,
and public prayer.

Such was the result in the days of Hezekiah,
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Tue Hupson River Darrist AssaciaTios, o the Associations with
whom they hold correspondence, send Christian Salutation,

Dear BrETHREN,

In again addressing you by our annual letter, we feel in some mea-
sure conscious of our obligations to the God of all grace, by whose pro-
vidential goodness we have been preserved through another year, and
are again permitted to enjoy the consolations of Christian communion,
and to unite our prayers and counsels for the advancement of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom.

We find humab socicty every where united in those bonds which in-
terest, ambition, and a(fcction have gencrated ; but we know of no bond
of union upon carth so powerful, or so replete with pure and rational
enjoyment, as that which unites the houschold of faith. We here assos
ciate as the members of one family, deriving our comforts and strength
from one source ; alike the subjects of the same sorrows, toils and con-
flicts, in this valley of tears; our fears and hopes, onrinterests and des-
tiny, the same; we arc connected in tics that no created power can sun-
der, and which must unite us tugether in a fellowship increasingly near
and tender throughout cternal ages. This holy bond of union has, we
trust, been recognised, and the sweet and sacred consolations derived
from it, delightfully enjoyed, in our interview with your messengers,
whom we have welcomed as brethren in the Lord, and whose counsels
and preaching have contributed much to our comfort and edification.

Our present session has been to us peculiarly interesting ; our hearts
have been cncouraged and comforted by your letters of love ; and the
information received from our Churches, presented in their annual
epistles, is truly animating. The history uf our experience, for the
past vear, is a record of the faithfulness and love of our ever living,
mercifui and faithful High Priest. The Churches continue to ¢ hold
fast the turm of'sonud words in faith and love whichis in Christ Jesus;™

and harmony and brotherly kindness, the precious results of a litm and
o
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united adherence to one Lord, one fuith, one Baptism, prevail throught
out our borders. In some of our Churches, seasons of refreshing from
the presence of the Lord have been experienced, and many precious
stuls, the purchase of the Saviour’s blood, have been brought out of
darkness into marvellous light, and made to rejoice in the liberty and love
of the truth. These displays of the power and compassion of our co-
venant head, have a claim upon our gratitude and praise; may these
cords of love draw us nearer, and bind us closer to the cross !

In the retrospect of the dispensations of God towards us, and the
progress of the great and glorious work to which he hath called us, we
have much reason for humiliation and self abasement before him; that
with stimulants so powerful and holy, so little has been accomplished for
the glory of his great name! Yet, with our repentance, we may mingle
our songs of grateful thanksgiving, that weak and imperfect as our most
cflicient efforts have been, the God of love has smiled benignly upon
aur labours.

In viewing the interests of Tion prospectively, it is our privilege to

rejoice, that the great question of her prosperity, depends not for its

answer upon human efforts, but was long since settled in the councils
of eternity. The promise is secure, based upon the immoveablc founda-
“tions of the divine faithfulness and immutability, that ¢ the mountain of
the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountain, and shall
be czalted abave the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it. But while
. the foundation of the Lord standeth sure, we are stimulated to active
exertion in his cause, and fervent prayer at his throne, by motives the
most interesting and important, that can possibly urge to action the
subjects of his love ; nor is it among the least of these motives, that it is
the pleasure of God to employ human intelligence, human hearts and
hands, as the instrumentality by which the work is to be accomplished ;
the exceeding great and precious promises fulfilled. Let us therefore
labour assiduously, and suffer cheerfully, in the kingdom and patience
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Whatever may be our discouragements,
nothing should be suffered to abate our ardour, or relax our exertions;
for this is our confidence and our joy, amid all the labours and suffer-
ings of Christian profession, that we are sustained by lLis grace, consoled
by his love, and animated by the prospect of soon meeting in one great
association with the Church of the first born, where parting and regrets,
imperfection and sin, shall be knowu no more for ever.
We affectionately solicit 2 contintance of your correspondence.
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Our next Anniversary will be held at Hudson, on.the 15t Wednesday
of August, 1828, wherewe hope again to be favoured with your Min-
utes and Messengers.

. Signed by order and in behalf of the Association.
SPENCER H. CONE, Moderator.

Troxas Stokes, Clerk.
CuaLes G. Soxuers, Ass’t. Clerk.
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